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WEI LING GONG THE CONFUCIAN ANALECTS 211

15.23 . ' The Master said, “The superior man does not promote a man simply
on account of his words, nor does he put aside good words,because of the

man.

15.24 Zigong asked,saying,“Is there one word which may serve as a rule of
practice for all one’s life?” The Master said, “Is not RECIPROCITY such a
word? What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to others.”

15.25 'The Master said,“In my dealings with men,whose evil do I blame,
whose goodness do I praise, beyond what is proper? If I do sometimes ex-
ceed in praise, there must be ground for it in my examination of the individ-
ual. This people supplied the ground why the. three dynasties pursued the
path of straightforwardness.”

/ 15.26 The Master said,“ Even in my early days, a historiographer would
leave a blank in his text,and he who had a horse would lend him to another
to ride. Now, alas! there are no such things.”

15.27 The Master said, “Specious words confound virtue.Want of forbear-
ance in small matters confounds great plans.” '

15.28 The Master said, “When the multitude hate a man, it is necessary to
examine into the case.When the multitude like a man, it is necessary to ex-
amine into the case.”

15.29 The Master said,“ A man can enlarge the principles which he
follows; those principles do not enlarge the man.”

15.30 The Master said,“To have faults and not to reform them, —this, in-
deed, should be pronounced having faults.”

15.31 The Master said,“I have been the whole day without eating,and the
whole night without sleeping:— occupied with thinking. It was of no



Confucius’ Writing
“Gap” between the*Omitted” and the*Unwritten” in Spring and
Autumn

Lee Chi-hsiang

Abstract

In this text, I hope I have indicated my research direction to look
more deeply into Spring and Autumn, making use of narratology to
help understand this historical narrative. | also intend to find a
more appropriate approach to its meaning as phrased by Confucius

writing, also relating this approach to the traditional commentaries.

Above, | have put forth some concepts as key points for this proposal:
the “omitted”, the “unwritten”, “gap”, “gap-narration”. All of
these concepts are, I think, concerned with narrative and writing,
indicating that they belong to narrative theory, or narratology. But
the important is beyond using these terms, providing a new approach
to Spring and Autumn. It is not an easy task to propose a
well-grounded view different from the traditional models of thinking
of the Chinese Classics. But a new view can embody the spirit of our

time, developing from the base of traditional interpretations.

In my consideration, how to reinterpret “shi” (pl') and the Confucian
idea of meaning are the main aims. If we want the Classics to

encounter contemporary spirit and scholarship, I think the best way
is with our own reasoning to use contemporary theories to represent

traditional concepts in order to reach a new understanding of our
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tradition.
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