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Color research from prototype Perspective

Gong Qiutong

(college of chinese and literature shannxi normal university shaanxi xi’an 710062)

Abstract: This paper is devoted to prototype based color research, the full text

is divided into three chapters and seven sections

Theory calls for the value of its existence. The first chapter "background of
color prototype theory" comes from the two aspects of "prototype™ and "color"
on the value of color prototype theory in this paper. The chapter is divided into
two sections. Section 1 puts forward the concept of "color prototype"”, and
clarify the meaning of the color comes from the prototype, and rejected the
significance of its physical property. Prototype is the foundation of people's
perception of color. Section 2 puts forward people's psychological desire for
complicated color, which is, in fact, a kind of symbol consumption for public.

Color consumption becomes increasingly obvious in modern society.

On the second chapter is the methodology of the color prototype, which
divided into two sections. First put forward the concept of the "prototype chain"
and" prototype network". They can be used to analyze the association
between color and specific image. This section is also put forward concepts
like the "basic prototype", "innate association”, " postnatal association ",

"perceptual significance convergence " and so on, and the last one is the
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theoretical foundation of the prototype chain/net. The second chapter is to
discuss the relationship between historical cultural tradition and actual
environmental tradition, and analyses the structure of traditional culture and
the relationship parts, and points out that " historical reason " is not able to

explain " cultural tradition " successfully, advocating the "reality principle”.

In the third chapter includes three sections, which is of three color analysis
examples under the prototype theory. The first section demonstrates the "red -
blue" and "red - white" two groups of "contrast color on the culture” in western
and Chinese culture, and analyzed the cultural similarities and differences
between them on the basis of prototype theory. Section 2 gives a brief review
of early Chinese "orthodox color" and "unorthodox color ", and try to define "
orthodox color "with contemporary significance as "color with common
archetype", then find out the hue value of blue, yellow, green and red
according to their basic prototype as defined before, and describes the use of
orthodox color and unorthodox color, then discuss the association between
unorthodox color and reproductive culture. In section 3, blue and red are taken
for example to discuss the particularity of ancient Chinese color word and its
historical evolution, and find out that the connotation of the color words in
ancient Chinese not merely comes from color prototype and its natural
extension, but is often with some additional concepts .

Keywords: color prototype  symbol consumption  methodology contrast
color in culture  orthodox color  ancient Chinese
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