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A Tentative Proposition of Constructing a Theory of Chinese Narrative

Abstract: Narratological studiesin China have moved into a new phase, namely from seminal introduction to and
interpretation of Western and Chinese classical theories of narrative to proposition of issues in Chinese narrative
and construction of related theories. The present author maintains that construction of Chinese narrative theory
needs to clarify some issues, such as the rationale of constructing a theory of Chinese narrative, the relationships
between Chinese classical narrative and modern narrative, the proposed theory of Chinese narrative and Chinese
classical theory of narrative, the theories of Chinese narrative and Western theories of narrative and how to deal
with other areas of narrative, such as movies, news media, paintings, sculptures, and laws. This proposed
construction of the Chinese theory of narrative should be based on the soil of Chinese narrative, to learn from the

Western theory of narrative, but to rely on China's extant narrative theory.
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1 Cf. Dore J. Levy, Chinese Narrative Poetry: The Late Han through T’ang Dynasties, Durham and London:
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2 Cf. Dore J. Levy, Chinese Narrative Poetry: The Late Han through T’ang Dynasties, Durham and London:
Duke University Press, 1988, p. 21.
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