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Abstract: The logo of 2012 London Olympiad is perhaps one of the most controversial one in the
Olympic history. As an iconic sign, its abstract design directly headed to diversity of the meaning,

hence became an ‘open text’. The research uses methodology of abduction, usually utilized in
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semiotic research, poses several hypotheses, and made proofs against hypotheses. Besides, the
research combines with actual communicational affects, attempts to make semiotic reading on
para-text, archi-text, pre-text, meta-text, link-text and ensuing text of the logo of 2012 London
Olympic Games. The research includes that the logo of 2012 London Olympic Games made a
balance between the traditions and modernism, possessed a typical iconic style. The polysemy and
vagueness of the logo perhaps fit the mass, was the dominant factor of achieving better
communicational effects.
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