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Figure 1.8: Moi and Soi on the semiotic square.
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Figure 1.9: Moi and soi, overlapping.
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Exploration on the Construction of Existential Semiotic Theory of Film Criticism

Taking the Film A Diary of A Country Priest as an Example

YAN Xiaofang, LIU Yuan

(1.Nanning Normal University, Nanning, Guangxi 530001, China; 2. Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract: Traditional film semiotics are not related to the way how the spirit of subjects move in the texts of movies. One of the Finn-
ish Semioticians, Eero Tarasti suggests that Existential Semiotics is to study transcendence, the key word of subjects’ movements. Tran-
scendent things can be those absent in reality but appear in our mind. How to reflect the movement of subjects’ spirit through the visual
way by movies is the goal of existential semiotic theory of films; and whether the visual ways of movies could successfully represent the ab-
stract movement of subjects’ spirit, is the main content of Existential Semiotic Criticism of films. Bresson’s film A Diary of A Country
Priest is a transcendent style film. By describing the theoretical analysis of both Tarasti and Greimas towards this novel, as well as on exam-
ples of transcendent movies Schneider had found. This article is to approve that the establishment of Existential semiotic theory of criti-
cism in films is very necessary and is of high probability no matter from theoretical or practical aspects.

Key words: Existential Semiotics; Semiotics of Films; Transcendence; A Diary of A Couniry Priest
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