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The Poor Dissemination of A Collection of Foreign Novels
in the Initial Stage and Its Causes

XIONG Hui
(School of Foreign Languages, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610065)

Abstract : A Collection of Foreign Novels enjoys a high reputation in the history of Chinese literary translation.
However, this translated collection, which was regarded as the pioneer of the times by modern people, had a
bleak prospect of its early dissemination and acceptance. Zhou Shuren and Zhou Zuoren, as translators, had
paid more attention to the publicity and circulation of their translated work ; the sponsor Jiang Yizhi had at-
tempted to expand its acceptance through a special way; the author’ s presenting books as gifts had also pro-
moted its dissemination invisibly. In spite of all this, there were still very limited sales and dissemination.
The main reason might lie in the inflexibility of the translator’ s language and the defamiliarization of the style
of the translated work. It was also related to the development trend of the book market at that time. Conse-
quently, the translated work was difficult to meet the then audience’ s reading expectations. The Zhou Broth-
ers’ great foresight reflected in A Collection of Foreign Novels made this translated work a classic of the “fu-
ture era”.

Key words: A Collection of Foreign Novels ; translated literature ; literary dissemination; style of a short story
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