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Symbol and Construction: A Research on Nelson Goodman's Semiotics

of Art
Wang Shengnan
Abstract  Contemporary ~ Western —philosophy of art has experienced the baptism of  “linguistic turn” ,
which surely led it to a different visage.Nelson Goodman,a contemporary American philosopher and
aesthetician,creatively — applied ~ the technique of analytic —philosophy to the exploration of art and
constructed a unique semiotics of art.Based on a new view of symbol,he constructed a general
theory ~ of  symbols.He  proposed five kinds of aesthetic — symptoms,and  replaced the traditional
questioning “what is art”  with “when is art”  accordingly.He reinterpreted the problem  of
aesthetic  experience and the nature of art,and provided methodology —guidance for the development

of contemporary philosophy of art.
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