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Women’ s Chastity Idea of Wu Yue-niang
A Semio-ethical Research of The Golden Lotus

ZHU Dong
( School of International Cultural Exchange Lanzhou University Lanzhou 730000 Gansu China)

Abstract: The Golden Lotus is a mirror of the middle and late Ming society which reflects the moral de—
cay ritual collapse and degeneration of humanity caused by the mislead during the emancipation of hu—
manity. The novel tries to save the social morality by praising and honoring women’ s chastity idea. How—
ever Wu Yue-niang’ s attitude towards chastity is just a survival strategy. In other words it is an empty
signifier. Tn terms of gender politics Wu Yueniang’ s maintenance of chastity is also a tragedy of
women’ s collective aphasia and self-alienation.
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