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Rethinking of the Extra-semiotics Nature of Literature:
Begin with the Icons of Tobacco Pipe and High-heel
on Toilet Doors and Answer to Mr. Tang Xiaolin

Abstract: Based on Peirce’ s semiotics

Chen Yan

Mr. Tang Xiaolin attempted to defend Cassirer’ s

claim about the identity between art and symbol. He has proposed a discussion about my contrary

view based on Saussure’ s semiotics and attempted to reveal the inadequacy of Saussure’ s semiotics

when it meets art as well. It seems that he firstly mistakes ‘non-warrant’ as ‘convention’ and con—

versely supposes symbol with ‘warrant’ is able to convey meaning without the help of ‘convention’

so he concludes that art is a sort of symbols with ‘warrant’. A further discussion should be necessa—

ry for his conclusion ineptly repudiates the key difference between concepts with symbols and feeling

with art. In my view art is the form with significance rather than the symbol with concept.

Key words: symbol; art; warrant; convention; form; significance



