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How to Conduct a Literary Semiotic Study: Reflections on
Zhao Xianzhang’s Image Theory of Literature
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Abstract: Zhao Xianzhang’s monograph Text-Image Theory sets a good example
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for Chinese literary semiotic studies and has profound significance due
to its methodology. The image theory of literature is not only a
natural development of the theoretical logic of literary semiotics, but
also a powerful response to the reality of “literature and images” in the
21st century. Image theory has led to many new interpretations in
literary semiotics. Text-Image Theory updates our understandings of the
nature and functions of linguistic signs, provides a new understanding
of literature as “the art of language”, redefines literature from the
perspective of the relationship between language and image and opens
new fields in literary semiotics. Characterised by rationality and a
scientific spirit, the image theory of literature advocates a “new
practical learning” that starts from the practice of Chinese literature
and art, speaks with facts, and shows with phenomena.
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Riffaterre) 45 —HEAS R AF 524 R W RO I8 2 208 T #RHIY IR Se 5Lk . 20
2 70 % 80 4RAR, SCHAT SR I R SRR T ey SRR B8 T [R5k Y
—NEE SR, 20 42 90 AEARLARE, SCHAT S AR AIE ST AR TG Oy 2 8 i X
M—— TR Z TS = MBS, BRI

FEA 21 A, PIT SO AT S e & R0 =28, —2is FHBRAF
SRR NRAIR . SRS F BSOS R .
HFHEIM - N - 29888 (Jorgen Dines Johansen) (L3 (371
B CFENT 5% - B HFEAE)Y  (Literary Discourse: A Semiotic-Pragmatic
Approach to Literature, 2002) , LR 7Rt Y 22 4845527 R ey D12 307 1 25 s 5 )
FONFRSHELE , X SCAIR TR AT R B OY . R SRS A B IR A
&, —BARARGN FA: KEPETRVR - FE 28 (Scott Simpkins)
A NI SCEE (U524 HEHR) K 45) ( Literary Semiotics: A Critical
Approach, 2001) , R FIHEFIFTF 52 B0 80T T 302 BRI SR AR I R JF =
FHEMWE - 4EIR (Harri Veivo) 45 %0 1918 SCHE (R SO 4T 5 2%)
( Redefining Literary Semiotics, 2009) WA THE., &Lk, HE. L. ¥
= MR SESCSEE AR EE SO S T B R R . SRR AT
SIS BRI E AR AT A0 b, B R HHAEE B - RORA R
77 (Murat Kalelioglu) %2 (Frif - BEUR (1984) 3 CHEF SO 455
2W13EY (A Literary Semiotics Approach to the Semantic Universe of George Orwell’s
“Nineteen Eighty-Four” , 2019) , LI b =R 52, B KEAH
WS A, HIEEEN S E R

SCERFS I — ORI P A . B — T AT 52 H R I S0
SCERF TR E N BARF S22 — AR T o AR - T - ey (O
Fimi) MRS, EEfEZBzae s GHEXM R Bf5 5
B XY (Dialogic Semiosis: An Essay on Signs and Meanings) . {5 .
5% 3)  (Signs in Use: An Introduction to Semiotics) 5% [ THIFF 5218
Fo XM HAE T H W AW A5 2 BRI R BRI S0
MRS, AR AL, AR, 5 MR R T CER R 5
S, WS R, RO TP AT R R BIE BT IR .  Rh ER AR I HE R 2 AT S
FONER) EFE, XS A RRIRMERR T B RS . A, AR 115,

O Z#H (2022) fE “Text-Image Theory; A New Approach to Literary Semiotics” — 3 A K42
« X%f{{%%/\j{%” E’gﬁi{fo
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WX BAAAT 527 BRe A b FE S IE IE 2 30

(CXEE) JB T35 22U 58 Ak As . B %8 R A H S0 B i
FAE—BIEZ )G, HEUR MG I A SCERR S, S EIRaE, JRRET X
S RE T VR TET 6

RAE1941 42, “SCPFF5 9 \NREK” 22— PRy - B RE
R ART (EXFE5MueZARZEY  (“Between Literature and Visual
Arts”) —3C,V BIKERMCE SO PE R A ZARIF I, < I — SR 1E
i PR R BN S 5 HAL IR, FRATH 2K G W 2L i b RO A 5
Ptk Z RN OCIR Sk 0y HAXHE R )& 1 2 002 R R T B8R % 24 fg
PR TAE N — R AR Z 30 SN ERT KRR 58 B 5T
(Mukarovsky, 1977, p.208) fEiX —HISHLEF g pt AT, 12 QA b 5¢ 3|
SR 2R B B A O R ARMNE . E R R R KRR
ST RGPS HESE , (A2 Bk T i 2 A 2 U s ). S0
AR S mRIMAE R —EARK S FERG G, O LR 2R L85
W, W ZARBWTESCE S 2R PR RAT, . S ANBEAE, B
ZAD Lk, BRE RN T 30 50 2R H BT 7T Ay I I UK BB 32
ISR R RS EAL, IR R, SO S ERIRIT RSG5 R0
VIO W R AMEFRBE 10728 Ak 5 50 T2 i & .

21 s R CeE SRR Wit SCE SRR BRSO 21 1
LIRS EEAR R (R ZER, 2022b, p.6) BEFICEEIRIERISE
B IEHR,, BRRESCHMT Ty A B R G RE, MoER) 21 gl
SR HEBT BSA SRR,

T RRGE B R Z Lo 1755 Rl Rt g REMEN OF
BLOOCE BB RE . R BESE) BANICS (sign), HEXLEILTH
M SaaEd e 4R ok, ARG T, —Jrmnl e, —J5 i 855K
FAtRRRER" GRERTE, 1984, po19) o BT S 30T 522 )
HRA Z S —T5 T, EHOATE SCEAT S R, R EE 2 SRR IR
HLOOE . BRESIATICE, HESERM S AR ST, 30

@ 31941 AFLISE R SR A, 1977 AFA PSR
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VER NI F ARG R SO B G , A 5 5 MO [R) A RO . M3, 32 I L SC
e o it (CCEIE) S SCRRIBIARET b [E 4% 58 303 2R 1 LT 5
HFIE” ( Comparative Semiotic Studies on Chinese Traditional Literature and
Arts) LR SCART R Z =K

“EsARLT SO YA AR R, RZ AR AR
RSSO CAREE . SCEAF SR CBERET B R BUBT T R R
CARE B CAR TSR SR -0, Hh ROCHEINTE TRESRTE
NGNS a1V 2 M < ] PR HIER . BARE L BB ERELL Kk
BB VR EEARE,” (GBZER, 2022b, p.20)

SCHAF SRR RSS2 2 R R T IAE55, ARG SR AT S A R i
OB, LRGIRAT S W R AR R SCE AT S AR IR H b iy,
R R AR IIFT 522 AR Bl LA S 455 SRR S iy o D20 12 70 424K
% 80 AR AT T BN (R BR ?s M A —— R R 23 B . - BpR A7
(Maria Corti) () (SCAF 527 F8) (1978) M, axHn 5Lk,
JORFHEZF . EF A0, BT (Hypersign) | SO S5MFML TR, W
RSCFAF S I LIS £ A5 22 BB HELE, QMBS 2 16465 e
GRS ERINES, BEACRE B R )L

SCFRIBF AR, SCANEN RIES . SURR S TR E PR B I
Tl i—— “ KRIUKF I F AN SO ZAMRAFAE R SRR ST, B SGe S B
T USEANSINETT GBZER, 2022b, p.27) . iEF SR E
RIRMY RGO FR o G5 T2 S SR AT 5 A0 0 5 2 O WIEIE LR AR T 3 S0 b
GE, WRICHOR TIE 2R . R, BRRKPIRZ MR ZF R, Bh
o7 BRI E S R E . RS ORI, RS RS
REAEE, WO SRS SCITE IR o 18 5 80 VEAS IO T S5 252 1 il sr
ZRG, CFNR Ry —F A RN, ARG, AR RS, FlE
SCE TS5 B FHUE A B XS R G, BEAXRTE “SUARRE 228
Kiy” AEEBBERIRA AT SRR,

HENIAER) T — SO A S50 T SOCPARF52 B0O RIS Y T
BRG. HTHRIX RS, FESENCAHEMBEEL., K4, 2B, L
W SR BT E . FI4E - B o7 BT ag Mot oe . & 2 % p9 R A
WF9E 5 46 T S 0 00 455 I S0 43 A A e AL 2 fRT AL SO AR il i iz . SRS
o, U AT F IR RE N R TR TR IR AR RO o A it
S, WHEFN FE R TS S AT, WA ORI TE T . ORI
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COE N TIE S EEAE I, G iE 5 2= o T e B AR DL IR T TE i fbr
MR - AR (Stein H. Olsen, 1982, p.17) frF: “HF - SCARRER T,
WIS A]FECE IR (utterance) 1Y 5 U AT RERY, (HIRIE SCA I & SN
SRR SR A ORI “ O REF AR HAEEREIE S &P 4
T, AARER SCEREIE AR R T8 S T

AR R ST S B 2 R ST T R AR (R, BT [l 3
PRI HWIAR” XM, 528 MR, S EIRIE I
) “HETT ROEEEHE LR EEE, IR E A RS R AT
M2, (CE) —BoIARRFAMAA, I SCFEAES 2270 R WP L i
e

e, BN E SRS TRERIA IR,

WHTR, 8535 2 B B, XRS5 AR E A
e T OS2 IS S . B S RIE S, RMEIEIE S A7 5 r
Fetk, BEAHASNE R, (CCER) SR E, HiEs55
HEUGAF ST, IWMRZIZE 7S/ SR S E—if 5 2
SHEAS, BBRRBIEMN S B S I CRN EEMET E T E S RS
FetE, CAHRET RIS E T BRI BRI A S R AR T TR HERD |, 1R
P TIEE SREEARE Ry AT R 20, BIREARX TIEE
ZRBIBE R CEENT R, I AR 1 ZRX TR AR R ) 2
WML, RIIE R

HESEBRELZ MR CCEE) EEMEERRM, HEFEARY
“SIR” PR “real reference” , ¥ “HEFR” A “virtual reference”, JEM K
RO, 6% E09 SRT R BUAMBIEN Creal image” vinual
image” . P FAT AR AN SCES B BN F 2= 4000, 8 23 R A T 5 AR 1 1Y
Bl S50k, . RAIWECHRBIE PR B, S5l AE ST MR
CREECT MR FATVAIE, AREBCER (17, 7 R R e
“imaginary number” 2 — NI A FRE, BHUILAT WL, 7 5 “image”
“imaginary” , 5 QRS BRI R AR, CEIEE, 2019, p.6)

Hk, R8T “SCRRIEF AR BT, IR EIC R B A B E R
E S

(CEg) BIE SRR 2 i BT R T IR i SC#aise,
XpOCSCHFRIEF AR M, CSCEERESTHEAAR, BTIESTHN
MEABIEA; EAMURA -BOES MR, BETERE 2R Wik
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BT (GBS, 2022b, p.316) FRPRAFSASIRAE RN . SRR
SRR IR S, EE N CRB ARG LE T ARIES. (Lotman,
1977, p.21) ARIEE CEU B A T B R, JEBLSC i g A AR
SEHL, SO R T ARG S B RSB RS, WUEXTE o AR S R
TR I TR AR, ISR R SR I AT I, SO R R S
AR, BT M IR ARICERME" (MR, 2022b, p.12),
BRI T CE ST IR, HMRW A IR (BB MXAR,

SO S AR AR R A ERIR SR X 3 T e AR 52 g
ERSCATRIAE SO AR &7 FLMBIE. “fEX—FHSLIR S, X
AR SCEABR AR SR T ARG, CiEE M LS AR
AR AR BRI AL T E R, S AR R
5 OCERZE e MR S EFEM AR T ERE T KX
SR CEEST FE—E, WA T — NIRRT OC R A5 18]
(p-12) “ AR R MYBRIRGSFY” RN L 20 WA AR R i, 2 AH
XF SRR SIS R o

SO SIS R R T SO L, DT PRI 5 25 4 iy JBE T8 S SC . JRiG e
®, EERSRATS, FBRERT S, IS SR AR R R 1 5L AR R
MRGEE 73057 (po107) TR FHEAZARTES, W “Fim 07w “THR LT
M, BWERENIRMBRES ., RS IR IR SR, RRA
AR & B R AL B B 5 18 5 B9 RS i 2 T8 5 /Y R 18 AL A AR AL
(p-102)

Wi, JTPRE T SCAT S 20T BT

CEERIEERR . CCHEATRF AR, B R4 MIEE,
BRI R A BRI AR " (p.7) 7RSO 2R SR O
ZAb, BN HIEG TR b o—E1R . BEEITRORGIA, HESOR
BRTF 302775 S5RGBT SR T IE, 3 SR SO A U i 5 A 14
Bz Y, WRERESRBINEIRKEER IEE ZAREEGREARZ AR
R BERET o SR T4 25 A B i (o o G R R A SR, 15 2R
ESREMGRIERMBGE R 2B, T EAE" BSOS KB ZARTRE
AR R S, EREF 21,

TESC A RBAE I A — B B ORI R , SO A5 U0 2 38 LRIt
FEASIRITE KT . FRATREAT LIRS0 )7 AU ZEME AL (ekphrasis) . IR,
Fel ) LI 32 | 5 B0/ N U A e E Y SCE, i T AR R SO B IR TE - (body
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language) AYPEGYE ., JRBUCNEH ARSI o IR Z BI7E RUEAR 285 20K
(interarts) B, APEITA#EM: “BATFRMmE LN HEAE, 3
PRESC: (FERRRFR) ARZ BIMETFE—Em PG | 55—k
Hezm, MEEI S 55, IREICAEMIEE BARIER . mEE S0,
AR L B R Z ARSI R BIRE T, BN A A 3R 5 (William
Blake) , fEWCAELE, UMD, 45 HRTICERBIE, AR
2 WA AN SR AT TR A — SRR BRAR A AL

TSy, O SCREIRIeT KRR, HURBUIRAT R — AP
2 EHSMATAE, AANIEL” (p.325), HMLE B HAH AT

ST S AR — T TR SCFRE, B0 R R 5 5838 5 2R IR A W i
P A b — UM FH AN UR . (CCEig) 7Eh B RS 7E ) 2a AR
BEIRATE P 5 TREPRAE R, XS FRATA G SRR 522 i B B3

SCEAF S TIMRI 22 RY, FE A4 . RSP T Y 2R R B IR FRATT R AY
R SCEEMRIE R4 E R S TR I R, T T IE S . Y
FoRGE R AARREE RN Z o CCEIE) NPT
SRGEE RIS IR S R ) X A ikl 2, R EE AR 2 5 A6
H5IHE,

TR ENCrRBRI R EENESZ —, 2HMRRIFNEGSE
%o M (CCEE) s, “IEZRT (verbal icon) —imJiH T3 FE S BEIE
FAEWERE (W, K. Wimsatt) P38 (GBS el XYY (The Verbal
Icon: Studies in the Meaning of Poetry, 1954) ., MEHyZE, “1H%” {ULEIERN
P ZBNENS, BB Sa BT Wmie, Wix “if
R & BRI R, RARIBATE ST CF A0, X441
T A RTE B

ARiE “icon” A BHAMFF F RN RIFAKEZTH5 (verbal sign), €

EXARE Ly FRAAM TS ROFE, X—RELZAFTANE

SUEFEAE H % (visual image) , 4F A 2 FH FAE (religious symbol)

EY FRASHFEALEZRS, FAGE— @SR ER (image —

WRAFAAAREL), LA —F LR L FAELE LTI E G RH,

#L “9BR” (verbal icon), (p. X)
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AR “THZT THZE ST 20 fhad 50 ARCE Se RN AR AN, (I
ARM X —AREG TN, SH TR, al DUE I, 16 “BritE” aose
W IR A SAEEEMNME. 2 a)s, BREREX HRT X
— HETRATROSH B AR AT 63 VR B A, O LT KT B9 A A
J1, Al Z WO S B e E A% O

e (COCEE) v, “iH%” RO Mg AR S S, O —
AR NE S T R 2 R A OCHERE S, “IRR” 5 “ER” — R
SCERMBIE R REATEE . BTE 20K, BRE, FFEEYHA . T,
oI TR B CEHRT IESEmA R WA AL, S0 A IR S B E R A
R SRR i, s U SCRIERT R SCv RGBT MERZ I,
M SCr G RERE CTERIEIRA T GRZEE, 2022b, p.15)
W E MM GO I R R R, TR 5 R 1 SRR BAE,
EVRFHEF AR T ENR, BISCHRY IR, TR e By
M, “TEZT 5 WET MEMGE . AR A, A SE B
e HEIGH “gadter o OCRE) H—RRIE L TR 70 mig )
AL, IR MR AU BT SO S A IR, bR 2R S 5
WAL B | MheRles . BRSBTS SR 19 345 o FAT T LK AH s
T, TR KOHORH G IR A PR K R A S S RIS v i B
i S AUz —

(SCEIE) HT X PR B S A R . HITHE, fhEe ) B ¥
RIS, X SCRRR S AT RS TR I K o AR ISR (RLBAL)
KBEE BT T ST, A — P R R B R A 5
UL R U BAHZ LT, AEAE, ERAIARUENL, fERANFITEIE

AR S, RA M EAR LRSS A A E L H
ORI, AT E A L2, RARIBMESEEY:, A4 5 TR IEA AR
AT IR, SR AE A R TIRAT A SRR GRZERE, 2019, p.4)
AR SR 53O AR (CGCEIR) 75— EZ B IR 5 R BE
o CCENE) LR SCREZ B IR 37 A b [t AU SO B, 30
Hh 4 i S BE W P EAGSCEZARM ROy (OCEg) R4t T
FERAA 2L, AT 0 KRR AR EE R . 45 i iF 2 A Pk A AR
BEONSCAR . MR, W, W, R4, ATBEAE, RO R AR g
e, ABERIZR S BRI 2 R

SENBERDI SO AR IR, A2 RS 9035 44 W A P i) — 1)

A~
/E\
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WIRE . AR “— W RS E R, B ™ B2 e I
SAM . JETEy T AEF N A RS =
S BREEE X B T Ah, ASHEX RN R (—%—
W), PLRRRE R SRR X " (2022b, p. 178) £ C—mT 5
ST ALY PRGN MEE NI T BT AR
NIEHIE RN 2 Z WE & X, g s A “—m” a2 58 .
COt i AR AREIRBAERRAE, RN A CLIERE CLREE
UL MERIESE, BHEEREAAEL RIS, U AR e |
By BRREEE ST (p. 176)

CGerig) BRIk, BFH T EE LN EAR 55K
B—Ir R BB 1, SR EEE (0T IERR) AR ——Fe Mt
BAE SO E, DA T ST 52 i A A mP [~ e Y oK

Lt

B (2022a, p.27) (BS3CESEGHIIIN <5

o CEFT TERME: | XFAMR-ERABAE, HREH;
RARLLRE, BIRXTAHAEALFFRAGAZRM "R T AT,
2. XFHMALRMAL, ZALRMEEARERIPEE SR, £X -4
AR RN RS R EERE, 3. AT ERHIARE, £
EEIHRBGRANELREE “AFRHE AALZRF, FR#EL
LEBYRE T 4 RABRRGRMNGF LA 2EL, sFRE 89
HIE BRI FAT R AR E R D

PSSR G 0 P . — IR R 2 B X0, — R
Al I, SCAATS o AT 2 AT R st o 7ERX T, 3
BaetEoy “HEED s SO BSE, W ASKAY CHrae” (2022b, po10), 4
FeMIPL It 1722 BB AL

(CEig) Brolie. Rigzsh, s, mioNE A edassr, K
WEE TSR SEG . RS, R EEERE . RS S0k
BRI Jn = FON RO IRy, R T Rr R . NI S0
PHRFMPANR, 2L SE2RME—, B SLERMESE, EICEfNS
SERTT OB ORI e SR
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DAFSLUE . B R e (SCENE) Bk e () A 2845 a0, 3R]
HEPE— TP BRI L o] B SR —f i Bk
JLEESR B DA AT A i AR RRPE” G AR R G R A S
AOREIT 2256 . ~F F 555 R P AL 9y 58 . RARBF AR Sl W) RO Ak 1 S L B
B H AN . AR a RSN BRI GGE S, S5 B il 22 31 5
A28 T R IR R BIE R R, 3  BRBEAE# X R S IR RaE R, 1R
FUpAL . A ARTTOR DI A TR IS R A BRI

3B AUE IR T 3CEAF 52 W BS BFT,  ELAE S 755 (9 P R
S RIS oR B B RERE . SEBR B, (OCIEIE) G S EE RIR A T
WG NI SCE R R e R, A TRIRIER . MR
SO PR R BRSO S, (BIRATAT LUK AL 3026 (genre) RS 1
{8

BRI 220 RS (CCRIE) hEERIgbar i, 24 A R
L BSOS R, 2284 BB L KR . M=
Wk S Rk I SE—EeE TR MER ST w, R
HAEMNEIUNE (FAK) HI—BZm i B AT, madx ERT RN
WE> A, B8 T R AN ISR A B RN B R AR
(p-41) o EEMFRZIFRBE AT L, MR — 200 T8 /N R XS
55 HSEARTE 3l 22 18] 64 5 U1 ST —— ** R 14 3 15 22 8 P s 9 2 AR 0 B Rt
FIR, MERATE SRRSO AR AR (p.44) RN, FLEg
WEFERXHER R R CHIT 5 CBRET B, @l IR O R EE
KDY SR USoRBEIR) SHATIERILLEWISE, MHEL sl “S5E
C M 2SS v Sl S R 255 E B | M T T S 2w

BRAT AP SO RSB I e, AR S URE . LR R B
222 BAHIES (CCEE) RS R BEME S W EE L P52 E AR
A T S, R B S PR 2 B A PR AT 5 2 s 2 Rl 2 K E 4 2%
(2007, p.199) 45 “FFSAHFTEA R — PR BRI A A2 7

SRR CCER) X —RIREE, IR Tefind. hE
PEISKILORZ Ea B, shZ08 8, mN LA — RS 2R
AT, DT RS R A B AR RAGH AL . S A g e
BERRYIERE b, AT . B UNRL O, Rl U RigieT,
X ARET LSO EAR” X — Y IR AR, O E PR SO A5 IR
TRAREROARIE, F5E T AN S EIGEE R BB
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NSRRI R 2 S A ARB 2 R AN AT 6] B MR . SO AT B
SRR S SCALHE AR AR DGR RN 7E 3R 3K 2RI A 2 5 —2rk s
SRBIEYE IR TRER S TEENE SRR SR AR KRSy
SR, f7o0 BRI e R B S H R — B (ZE4hZk, 2007,
p-199) . “ICERHBILT AEBBERR CRRET MR EERRT,
R IR TR BB SRR QIR S, B E ISR T =
BTN, KKEE T HBEAR, BERAER, “HE - XE" FE
LB, S BAaE” ERERECHRBIE RN E, B LR
SNl ISR, SRR R i O AR S, B e
FIBAREE T GRZERE, 2022b, p.310), FFRHSH AT S 2 TE R
G

Ja, WATELLGRER (p.17) XhE (307) WEM ST B
— B SIEA IR, ESCERT S W R TR 4

e REMBEHF T FARZELFERBROXZ Y, AFHALFS

B0 X 2 AMBI AT FEM, AL, —FHe S5 57 K

o d; R AL T ELFE B RGART, R4, —

MG RAFENFSF— “PE (LF) REFFTF IFLZAT
#RFAB
51 A k-
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