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From Peircean Semiotics to Pragmatic Holism
Wan Quan

Abstract: There are two main schools in the study of signs namely Saussurism Semiology and Peircean
Semiotics. The former observes abstract language systems with dualism. Despite its great achievements it faces
more and more skepticism. The latter after decades of silence takes neo—Peircean as a banner and makes new
progress in explaining the expression and understanding of meaning in specific communication. Representative
theories include Representational Hypothesis Geometry of Meaning Composite Utterances Theory and Pragmatic
Holism. These theories advocate the interpretation of the meaning conveyed by linguistic symbols on the basis of
the wholly cognitive pragmatic background of the specific communicators. In conclusion the so-called “linguistic
semantics” does not exist and utterance interpretation is a wholly pragmatic inferential process.

Keywords: Peirce Saussure Semiotics/Semiology coded semantics pragmatic holism



