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Diversity of Metalepsis in Literary Works

ZHANG Jin

YU Fang-fang

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: Metalepsis was a term coined by Gerard Genette to indicate the transgression of the boundaries of the

fictional world. The theory of metalepsis not only helps re-interprete traditional narrative phenomena in a creative

way, but also lays theoretical foundation for later analysis of postmodern works in literature, arts and media. Since the

birth of this term, its connotation and significance have been modified and extended. Through examining the geology

of its change in connotation and association, this paper tries to illustrate the function and diversity of metalepsis.

Keywords: metalepsis; Genette; transgression of the boundaries; fanfiction; time-travel fiction
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