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The Meaning of "Emptiness”: Roland Barthes” Semiotic Thought
XIE Chuanbo' *
(1. School of Foreign Languages Sun Yat-sen University Guangzhou 510275 China;
2. School of Foreign Languages Nanfang College Guangzhou Guangdong 510970 China)

Abstract: Meaning is the eternal theme of semiotics. Roland Barthes” meaning-centered cultural
criticism has its roots in Saussurean structuralism linguistics. And there is an obvious clue: "empty” sign
in the post-structuralism turn and semiotic adventures. Empire of signs is a critically deconstruction of
power and the ideology myth. The meaning of the typical "empty” signs is highly "free”. These signs are
language with fractured characteristics literature with absent authors and the culture with an empty cen—
ter. They disintegrate die and revel in the culturally constructed pleasure field of the "meaning”. The
socio—cultural analysis behind the meaning reflects Barthes” ultimate concern for the "freedom” of human
beings.

Key words: sign; meaning; emptiness; cultural criticism
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