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Peirce’s Semiotics and Its Inspiration to the Development of Al

CHEN Xi

( Law School, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518061, China )

Abstract: According to C. S. Peirce, sign is a factor of the ternary relation of semiosis. By elaborating the in-

teractions among sign, object and interpreter, Peirce translates the process of thinking into semiosis, and

thinks that all thoughts are signs and even human being is just a semiotic development in accordance with infer-

ence rules. On one hand, his semiotics indicates that human thinking is artificial; On the other hand, it reflects

the division between human and machine by claiming that man has a high-level self-control that machine lacks.

His semiotics not only lays the theoretical foundation for the development of Al, but also establishes its practi-

cal limits. The intrinsic balance between scientific spirit and humanistic concern, as embedded in his semiotics,

can be treated as the basic maxim for guiding the future development of Al
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