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Fig. I Research framework of “cultural space architecture-evolution logic deconstruction-reconstruction path exploration”

of traditional villages
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Fig. 2 The overview of the location of Laoche village
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Fig. 3 The evolution characteristics of cultural space production in Laoche village
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Fig. 4 The symbolic layout of material cultural space
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Fig. 5 The contractualization of institutional cultural space
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Fig 6 The delocalization of spiritual cultural space
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Symbolic consumption and field transformation: The evolution
and reconstruction of cultural space in traditional villages
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Abstract: Under the comprehensive effects of the flow of urban and rural factors, the
transformation of tourism industry and the shift of symbol consumption, the cultural space of
traditional villages is gradually facing the dilemma of alienation and disintegration. As an
important carrier of China's excellent cultural genes, an important starting point for the rural
revitalization strategy, and an important cornerstone for the integration of urban and rural
development, the protection and sustainable development of traditional village cultural space
have become an inevitable requirement and core issue for the development of China's new era.
Based on the above mentioned and the dialectic of ternary space, combined with symbol
consumption and field theory, we construct the research framework of “cultural space
architecture- evolution logic deconstruction- reconstruction path exploration” of traditional
villages. Taking Laoche village, Longshan county, Hunan province as an example, by
deconstructing the production and evolution logic of the cultural space of the village in the
context of tourism field transformation and cultural symbol consumption, we conduct an in-
depth analysis of the hidden spatial alienation problems and potential crises behind tourism
development, so as to propose the reconstruction and regeneration path of the cultural space of
Laoche village. The results show that: (1) Material cultural space: presenting the phenomenon
of cultural collage in which multicultures nest and coexist, and creating a symbolic material
cultural space with both tradition and modernity in the production of "homogenization" and
"different changes" of multiple actors; (2) Institutional cultural space: forming a situation in
which the traditional governance system and the modern new system are mixed and juxtaposed,
and the fundamental forces such as the government, the driving forces such as the Jabala
Tourism Company, and the additional forces such as folk customs and customs have jointly
shaped the contractual institutional cultural space around the tourism economic benefits and the
contradiction of power distribution; (3) Spiritual cultural space: three- dimensional
differentiation and isolation at the psychological, cultural and social levels, multi- group
common practice, multiple discourse construction, subject- object gaze interaction, etc., have
resulted in the gradual delocalization of spiritual cultural space; (4) Cultural space
reconstruction: according to the explicit representation and internal motivation of the cultural
space abnormality of Laoche village, the cultural space is reconstructed from the two levels of
optimizing the spatial order and reshaping the symbolic landscape. We aim to optimize the
transformation and development path of traditional village cultural space in theory and practice,
and then provide power support for rural revitalization and urban-rural integration strategy.
Keywords: traditional villages; urban-rural integration; cultural space production; conversion
of tourism venues; symbol consumption; Laoche village



