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On the Semiotic Thoughts of “Dao” in Laozi

Li Guiquan

Abstract:

“Dao ” is the core idea of Laozi. Historically, it has been interpreted in
various ways. It is difficult to determine whether these interpretations
are equally reasonable or mutually exclusive. It is the continuous
expansion and extension of the many interpretations of Dao that place
readers in a maze of understanding. Readers may not know where the
thought of Dao is based or be able to grasp the essence of Laozi. In
view of such confusion, this article turns to the original canon to find
the ultimate meaning of Dao, combing the symbolic otherness of Dao

and decoding the combination mode of the semiosphere of Dao by
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semiotic means. We can thus avoid the pitfalls of Western
interpretation and unveil the mystery of Dao in a powerful form to view
Dao in a transparent and clear way.
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