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On Adopting “Implied Author” in the Study of English
Translations of Chinese Classics
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Abstract: “Implied author”, a term introduced by Wayne C. Booth in 1961, has
evolved into one of the core concepts of narratology. Originally a term
peculiar to the study of the narrative features of novels and later of
films, it has recently been extended by Zhao Yiheng to be applicable to
all sign texts and introduced anew as “general implied-author”. The
seemingly slight extension may produce far-reaching consequences for
translation studies. With an analysis of English translations of Chinese
classics, this paper illustrates the necessity and significance of adopting
“implied author” in translation studies.
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