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A Semiotic Interpretation of Public Opinion Expression:
Based on the Formation Stage of Public Opinion

Diwu Chun'*,Lu Yigang’

(1. School of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University,Chengdu 610207 ,China;
2. School of Journalism and Communication, Northwest Minzu University, Lanzhou 730030, China)

[ Abstract] Nowadays the science of public opinion is a complex theoretic system. The network of pub-
lic opinion research, which is jointly woven by multiple disciplines and methods,always mainly focuses
the philosophy of “positivism”; however, from the comprehensive perspective of the investigation of
public opinion issues,the semiotic knowledge seems to have no clear position. Davidson’s classic expo-
sition of “ten stages of the formation of public opinion” gives us a revelation that the formation of pub-
lic opinion and its meaning realization are a complex process that cannot be explained simply through
quantitative research. Therefore, semiotics, which is based on traditional philosophy and humanities
such as phenomenology and linguistics and aims at revealing the dynamic law of meaning, may con-
struct a set of more appropriate and profound interpretation methods for this complex phenomenon.
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