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Meta-Language Resonance Study on Public Opinion Evolution in Hot Internet Events
FENG Yue-ji
(School of Humanity and Law, Yanshan University, Qinhuangdao 066004, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of symbolic meaning, hot Internet events generate symbolic texts with specific
connotations in the Internet space. In the process of meaning generation and interpretation, the interrelated symbolic
text resonates at the level of self-carrying meta-language. Internet users in the “post-truth era” are the interpreters of hot
Internet events, and their ability meta-language is dominated by emotion. They also use the same set of meta-language to
interpret the meaning of the symbolic text of hot Internet events, generating a single and integrated meaning interpretation,
and are prone to polarization of online public opinions. From the perspective of social and cultural structure, the conflict
of binary opposition is the main reason for the emergence of a single social and cultural meta-language. Only by seeking
effective strategies to break the restriction of dualistic social and cultural structure can a fundamental way be found to
fundamentally resolve the polarization of public opinion in hot Internet events.

Key Words: hot internet event; online public opinion; semiotic; meaning interpretation; meta-language resonance
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