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The Evolution of Female Images as Consuming Objects in
Modern Chinese Pictorials
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Abstract: The paper analyses the evolution of the visual representation of female
images in modern Chinese pictorials. It classifies the representations
into three modes: ignoring the audience, looking directly at the
audience and contradictory representation. It goes on to study the
significant practices conveyed by these three modes and points out the
tendency of female images to change from passive to active.
Furthermore, the author holds that the commercialisation of female

images by modern pictorials is even more important. The viewpoint is
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then illustrated by the example of Mei Lanfang before the final
conclusion is drawn.
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