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Metaphysic Aesthetics of “Speech”, “Writing”,
“Meaning” and “Image” in the Perspective of Semiotics
SU Bao-hua, WANG Ye-ling

(School of Literature . Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of semiotics, all “creation of image” belongs to signs of human activ-

ities. The origin of “image” was far earlier than the “Book of Changes”.

The earliest generalized “im-
age” was not in the form of diagrams, but in music, painting and writing. They were so-called “acous-
tic image” and “painted image ” and “speech image”. Copying and witchcraft were the prime motive of
the emergence of “acoustic image” and “painted image” . The “speech image” was created on the basis
of “acoustic image” and “painted image” which on the one hand was quasi true of “acoustic image” and
“painted image”, on the other hand, it also carried the quality of witchcraft of “acoustic image” and
“painted image”. “Books are not speech, speech not the meaning” was related to the relationship a-
mong“book”, “speech” and “meaning”. But the metaphysician Wang Bi's “nothing can equal image in
giving the fullness of concept, while nothing can equal language in giving the fullness of image” has
converted the relationship of Guaxiang and Yaoci into a relationship between “speech image” and “
painted image” inwardly, so as to provide a possibility to discuss the real literariness. Wang Bi's view-
point was helpful to inherit and develop Zhuang Zi's thought, which contained the meaning of carrying
out the truth through deconstruction and also covered the subjectivity philosophy of “peace in mind ”
and “ transcending and understanding the world by forgetting worldly things ”.
Key words: semiotics;“ speech”; “writing”; “meaning”; “image”



