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An Introductory Comment on Toward Semiotic Thoughts
Wang Mingyu & Wang Shuangyan

Abstract: Recently the “backs-to” in the field of semiotics such as “back to Saussuré’  “back to Peirce”
and “back to Barthes” are often mentioned which suggests the importance of the basic semiotic thoughts.
Reviewing the development of semiotics in some countries and establishing a history of semiotic thoughts that can
fit in the need of the past and the present have been an urgent work. The new book On Semiotic Thoughts to be
published in 2019 provides a detailed study of semiotic thoughts in France America Russia and China one
chapter devoted to each country. Following a general research guideline of “country-school-representative
scholar” and taking a combined methodology of induction description and comparison the book systematically
discusses the semiotic origins main theories and schools their representatives and trends in these four countries
thus providing a review for the historical formation of these semiotic thoughts and a prospect for the semiotic study
in China. The book features in the following four aspects which are first it addresses semiotics research in
separate countries second it adheres to the principle of historical data third it inherits and innovates the Saussure
model and Peirce model and fourth it explores the Chinese characteristics of semiotic thoughts.
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