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Symbol, Meaning and Our World: An Interview with Zhao Yiheng
ZHAO Yiheng,CHE Yufan
(College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)
Abstract: Professor Zhao Yiheng is a leading scholar in the field of Semiotics in China.The West School he
established in 2005 has made remarkable achievements since then.Looking back on his research over the past
20 years,Zhao points out that it’ s necessary to treat Semiotics as a complex and overall world view instead of
a simple and specific methodology.By doing so,we may be able to look into the fundamental relationship be—
tween symbol ,meaning , culture ,and even human’ s entire mental activities. The infinite semiosis gives rise to
the prosperous culture ,while the meta language sustains that prosperity.Based on the relationship,Zhao probes
into the turbulence that the symbolic crisis brings to modern identity ,ego and culture ,and discusses the possi—

ble comprehension as well as solution which Semiotics might provide with.

Key words: symbol; meaning; culture; identity



