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Heaven and Earth, and Place of the Poet
— Further Thoughts on Heidegger’s Interpretation of Hoelderlin
SUN Zhou-xing

(School of Humanities, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)
Abstract: Heidegger’s interpretation of Hoelderlin has been a hot topic for debate among hard-core
Heideggerians. The present thesis aims to pointing out the two main influences of the poetry of
Hoelderlin on the later Heidegger. Firstly, it helps Heidegger to come into the construction of a
duality of the world: the duo of the heaven and the earth; this formula is sharply different from his
early understanding of the world characterized in his Being and Time. Secondly, the relationship
between thought and poetry, the main theme of the concern of Being-language duality in the later
Heidegger, proves to have originated from his constant conversation with the poetry of Hoelderlin.
Hoelderlin’s belief in the postulation of the status of a poet as a demi-god dictates Heidegger’s ideal
of poetry-thought interlocking. Its political implications and philosophical consequences may well be
good food for ocur own thinking.

Key words: Heidegger; Hoelderlin; heaven and earth; the world; poet as a demi-god
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