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Body, Intentionality and Emotion a priori: Mikel Dufrenne’s

Reconstruction of Kantian Aesthetics in the Way of Merleau-Ponty
LIU Wei

Abstract: With the help of Merleau-Ponty’s theory of body, perception, and intentionality , Dufrenne
produced a body-based reconstruction of Kant’s thought on aesthetic judgments. Inspired by Merleau-Ponty’s
ideas, he turned the abstract Kantian “non-human” subject into the concrete body-subject. On this basis,
Dufrenne established the intentional aesthetic relationship characterized by the fusion of subject and object
based on perception and then ultimately attributed to the human category the identity between the specific and
general emotional categories therefore constructed. The universal humanity based on existentialism makes
possible the universal necessity of aesthetic judgments.

Key words: Mikel Dufrenne; Immanuel Kant; Merleau-Ponty; body; intentionality ; emotion a priori
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