The Modeling System of Symbols and Semiosphere

— A Study of Lotman’s Semiotics
Wang Mingyu

Abstract Lotman and the Moscow-Tartu School have always been the academic
focus of world semiotics. The Moscow-Tartu School enjoys a well-established reputation in
the world by its theory of cultural semiotics which is built upon the extraordinary
observation of Russian literature culture and history. As a scholar Lotman worked very
hard all his life and had plenty of great ideas; particularly his modeling system of symbols
and his idea of semiosphere provide enlightenment for the studies of language and culture.
To Lotman symbology can be classified into the primary and the secondary modeling
systems. The two systems are homologous and isomorphic although different from one
another. They are represented by the phenomena of language and culture and are able to
promote the development of linguistic culturology when they offer methodologies to each
other and exert influences upon each other. Semiosphere is a cultural point of view in
semiotics. It provides space and vehicle for the production activity and development of
national cultural symbol system characterized by the nature of cultural elements in a
dynamic equilibrium. Above all it offers an effective way and method to study linguistic
culturology.
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