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In his theory of semiotics, Umberto Eco holds that only if a theory of lie signs is
covered, the general semiotic theory could be completed; otherwise it would not
be available for the illustrations of any truth. On the basis of the above mentioned
presumptions, he has abducted his general semiotic studies to the whole system of
cultural signs, which is to study how cultural signs function in terms of signification
and communication in what kind of semantic field. As notional signs, cultural units
are characterized by ambiguity, uncertainty and paradox, while literary works are
employed to express scientific reasons as well as sacred belief. In the novel The Name
of the Rose, semiotic thoughts prevails, especially the paradoxical features entailed in
the signs, which could be regarded as the application and extension of his semiotic
theory to literary field, and the deduction involved with the unlimited semiosis,
outstandingly serves as the notes to the paradoxical signs. With the interpretation
of the text in the postmodern context, it would be discerned that incompatible
paradoxes do exist in reason and belief implicitly or explicitly. They manifest
themselves as follows: firstly, the name of the text is in violation of the poetic

127



O00O000Opoooooo

tradition and the normal reading expectancy. Secondly, codes are not in accordance
with references. Concretely speaking, the cultural units gradually lose the original
meaning in the process of signifying, moving towards paradoxes even lies. Thirdly,
in constructing the significance of signs, the core meaning of cultural units are
deconstructed with the subversion of three levels of reason, belief and sign worship.
In this sense, the achievement of the text, The Name of the Rose could be read as the
expatiatory notes as well as vivid practice to Eco’s literary theory.
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