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The Mutual Imitation between Sculpture and Painting and Its Impact on Western Pictorial
Narrative

LONG DiYong

Abstract: Both sculpture and painting belong to spatial or plastic arts, yet sculpture is a three-dimensional
art form, while painting is two-dimensional. The differences between them are no less significant than their
commonalities. It is precisely the distinctions in their creative purposes, rhetorical techniques, and expressive
strengths, along with debates over their respective merits, which have driven competitive mutual imitation
between the two art forms. In terms of narrative, this mutual imitation has influenced the fundamental structure
of Western pictorial storytelling. Moreover, the historical evolution of Western pictorial narrative has been
shaped by this cross-media interplay. Medieval Western imagery was dominated by painting, with its "visuality"
and corresponding "linearity" and "flatness" being key factors in the formation of the "continuous method" of
medieval pictorial narrative. However, during the Renaissance, sculpture supplanted painting as the dominant
plastic art form. Consequently, the "tactile values" of sculpture,its associated "realism" and "spatiality"became
the prevailing "artistic will" of the era. This shift not only led to the replacement of continuous pictorial
narrative by the "single-scene narrative" mode but also prompted a Renaissance-style transformation in the
"continuous method" itself.

Keywords: sculpture; painting; mutual imitation; pictorial narrative; cross-media; visuality; continuous method;

tactile values; single-scene narrative
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