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The Meaning of Meaning
On Analytic Unit of Text Meaning

Yin Zhencen

Abstract. The study of meaning urgently needs promotion and expansion. However, the
concept of meaning is obscure at present. We tease out the views of meaning from the
subjects of philosophy, semiotics and linguistics to describe a picture of concept of
meaning. It is found that contemporary academia tends to study the meaning of language
from the perspective of text linguistics. Meaning of a text includes objective events and
subjective evaluations. Only if the sequence of signs represents both at the same time, the
meaning is complete. Accordingly, the study of meaning from the angle of text linguistics is
promising In consideration of the importance of analytic unit setting, we suggest that sequence of
signs, which represents complete meaning, is the analytic unit in text meaning study.

Key Words. meaning of language, objective event, subjective evaluation, sequence of

sings, text meaning, analytic unit of text meaning



