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A Semiotic Analysis on Celebrity Sign in the Consumer Society

MIAO Yan
( College of Literature & Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan Province, 610064, China)

Abstract: The celebrity sign is a symbol of a given social structure and ideology. The logic of sign consumption in consumer
society leads to the change of production model and connotation of the celebrity sign. The production model transforms from ideo—
logical propaganda and public knowledge inheritance to popular entertainment. The celebrity sign self becomes a kind of consuma—
ble commodity and an important medium to connect social resource in the post — modern society which is flooding in text and has
loosen structures. Although these functions mentioned above, the celebrity sign also causes some problems, such as, the occupa—
tion of the channel resource, the ineffective information dissemination and information pollution. For the time being, the mass
media and advertisement in the consumer society have made three types of celebrity narrative: myth idol type, soap drama type
and joke rebel type.

Key words: celebrity sign, consumer society, consumer culture, semiotic
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