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Exploring and Surpassing Saussure’s “Value” System of Signs

Abstract: “Language as a pure value system” is Saussure’s insightful thought on language, a theoretical
heritage left by Saussure yet to be explored for linguistics. Meanwhile, Saussure’s symbol value system theory
is faced with theoretical crisis today. Therefore, there remain three tasks for 21st century linguistics: first, to
explore and compile value system of Symbol according to Saussure’s Course in General Linguistics; second, to
reveal the deep crisis in value system of Symbol: the profound contradictions between old “Etymology” view of
etymology and new value system of Symbol; thirdly, to put forward a new view of language that is to lay a
foundation for value system of Symbol so as to resolve the contradiction in this theory. This is the opportunity
of the linguistics to achieve a major breakthrough in the 21st century.

Key words: Saussure, Course in General Linguistics, Symbol Value System, view of etymology, Pure

Value System
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