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From “Jiaodao” in Zhou Yi to “Symbolic Exchange” in
Zhou Li

Zhang Zailin

Abstract: Just as the definition in Shuo Wen, “Yao”, regarded as the original
sign in Zhou Yi, actually refers to the exchange of Yin and Yang.
The thinking mode of “taking from the body” in Zhou Yi dctermines
that the exchange of Yin and Yang is ultimately expressed as human
copulation which is the genuine secret behind all interpersonal
relationships historically and logically, and also establishes the pattern

of “life interaction” both socially and naturally. In addition, it
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reveals the decree of “ symbolic exchange”, characterized by
exchanging gifts in Zhou Li through intercourse of Yi and Li .
Therefore, “reciprocity” of Zhou Li is not so much an abstract and
physical attribute as a specific intercourse of human’s life.

Key words: Yao, exchange of Yin and Yang, exchange of man and woman,

symbolic exchange
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