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Media, Entities and Space

—Three Dimensions of Contemporary Visual Rhetoric and Its Logic of Practice

ZHANG Wei

(Institute of Hermeneutics, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies,Guangzhou 510420, China)

Abstract; There are lots of practice cases and experience paradigms of visual rhetoric in the history of human aesthetic, but
the visual rhetoric as a form of inward vision of visual studies is still a proposition relating to modernity. The development

‘

of technical vision,on the one hand, endows this proposition with new missions and representations. Mitchell’s “pictorial
turn” theory, on the other hand, also provides the rise of modern rhetoric paradigm with footnotes. Based on visual
classification of media text, physical text and space text, three accesses to modern visual rhetoric are considered, which is
not only “to continue” Barthes’*Rhétorique de I'image”,but to precise and refine the rhetoric practice with a visual object
as the subject matter. If the media rhetoric has clarified the media agent ignored by the practice of rhetoric,and also has
provided a practical basis for the rhetorical engagement of technical vision, physical rhetoric and space rhetoric will extend
the rhetorical object to all the fields of visibility, and even explore the possibility of rhetorical signification from the
perspective of recessive vision. The rhetorical practice of these three dimensions not only constructs the basic framework
for the development of contemporary visual rhetoric, but also gives an insight into how to understand the contemporary

visual issues well.

Key words: Visual Rhetoric; Media Parameters; Physical rhetoric; Space Production; Visual Narrative
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