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5 - Editions Symbols of Civilization and Cultural Dynamics: The Printing Publication and
Dissemination of the First Monograph on the History of Chinese Printing

* Zhang Zefeng

In 1925 American sinologist Thomas Francis Carter wrote The Invention of Printing in China and Iis
Spread Westward. It was the first research monograph that systematically introduce the history of
Chinese printing its dissemination and its impact. Since the first edition of the book was published

there have been nine versions in English and translations. All versions including translations have
been produced by influential scholars. Traditional edition studies primarily focus on the internal aspects
of editions while paying less attention to the relationship between the creation of editions and social
culture. This paper examines the writing and publishing process of the book then maps the
relationships among the people involved. It compares the changes of revised editions and weighs the
pros and cons. It analyzes the printing characteristics of multiple editions of the original book. This
process starts with the construction of the academic field and ends with the establishment of social and
cultural symbols. Printing is both a text object and a construction tool. The transmutation of editions

reflects powerful cultural dynamics emphasizing an overall view of editions.

22 - “Digital Commons”: Understanding New Hypotheses of Social Communication in the
Digital Age

* Wu Fei Fu Zhengke

Digital communication technologies have facilitated connections between people and objects leading to
diverse fluid and complex online interactions. Rational dialogues and emotional exchanges
intertwine while boundaries between private and public domains become significantly blurred. Both
social elites and the general public serve as network nodes. Although individuals can recognize and
accept one another differences and contradictions persist. In light of these profound changes
traditional public sphere theory has diminished in its explanatory power. The theory of digital commons
emerges as a more suitable explanatory tool. The digital commons constitutes a co-revealing space
where diverse actor networks interact and resonate with one another. Comprising fluid active and
heterogeneous actors it forms a dynamic interconnected entity. As a public opinion arena it hosts
various forces competing for visibility and discourse surrounding public interests. This digital commons
is not only vital to the future world but also embodies the current open pluralistic environment marked
by dialogues and emotional resonance. The theory of digital commons represents the digital social

dynamics required for constructing a community with a shared future for humanity. From a macro
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