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On Cultural Symptoms behind “Time Travel”: The Semiotic

Self in Chinese Contemporary Time Travel Works

Yun Yan

Abstract: This paper focuses on popular works on time travel, starting with its
definition from text world theory. Time travel works are peculiar in their
special connection between the text and subtext worlds. From the
perspective of the “semiotic self”, this paper analyses ways to build the
semiotic self through three metalanguages and points out the uniqueness
of the establishment of the semiotic self in time travel works. Three
features of contemporary Chinese time travel works are then
summarised: a tendency to return to the past, the pursuit of hedonism and

a lack of responsibility. Ways to treat the semiotic self correctly are
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contemplated.
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