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A Semiotic Approach to the Final Cause: Insights from Peirce’ s Theory of Causation

CHENG Du
( School of Philosophy Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310058 China)

Abstract: Peirce’ s theory of causation considers the final cause as constraints or norms of the general character of the result. The final cause has the

normative explanatory power which does not conflict with the mechanical explanatory power of the efficient cause; the former has an integrating power that

the latter does not have. The normative final cause so understood is not limited to life phenomena but as a general causal structure that can be applied to

any phenomenon that may contain tendencies. Wi e help of Peirce’ s semiotic structure a structural account of how the final cause works can be giv—
y ph that may tain tend With the help of P ’ tic struct tructural t of how the final k be g

en; by analyzing the application of the structure to three different types of instances ( intentional acts biological phenomena and physical phenomena)

an account can be provided for understanding teleological explanation in general.
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