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Temporality in Pictorial Narrative

Xiao Shuang

Abstract: Temporality, as the core element of narration, is also the fundamental
issue of narratology. The temporary basis of pictorial narrative consists
of clarifying the linearity, subsequent and logical relations of space
skills. These relations also constitute the three key issues of this paper:
linearity and spatiality, parallel narrative, and temporality and causality.

Conversion of the spatiality of a single picture into linearity can be
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achieved by the sign itself and its combination with both dynamic and
static time. This linearity is often juxtaposed in multiple ways, which is
the major feature of pictorial narrative. In multiple pictures, the
establishment of time depends mainly on consistency. With the
emergence of various kinds of new media, to meet public demand and
accord with communicative characteristics, the logic of story causality,
which should be strict, has been separated into an open and weakened
“big causality ” and a diversified and strengthened “small causality ”.
Since the shackles are broken, form and content will become freer.
Keywords: temporality, narrative, media, causality, parallel narrative
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