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Abstract: As an issue of semiotics, the meaning of a sign has been studied in terms of its features and its production both
in Saussure’s structuralist semiotics as well as social semiotics. By reviewing those studies, this paper will take the social
semiotic perspective and explore the social factors that are relevant to the production of meaning. It will in particular
discuss, on a basis of observing certain social events, how a sign is given some meaning and how the meaning in a sign is
dynamically interpreted. The discussion will show that meaning giving is related with the institutionalized “social man”
who is motivated by the purpose of communication, and that meaning interpreting is related with the “social man” who

shares the interests of its group, thus illustrating the function of power and ideology in meaning giving and interpreting

respectively.
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