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The Meaning Crisis in the Age of Digital and Intelligence Media and the Return of Classical

Semiotics——The Global Frontiers of Communication Semiotics in 2024

Hu Yirong, Yin Jingwen, Li Wanting

Abstract: The communication semiotics worldwide presents new developments in multiple aspects in 2024,

which can be summarized from two dimensions: the study of the meaning crisis in the shift towards digital

intelligence integration, and the return of classical semiotics in the new context. These two dimensions are

specifically highlighted in four aspects: firstly, the exploration and theoretical construction of “Al semiotics”

directly triggered by the explosion of artificial intelligence. The second is the continuous excavation of the orient
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“semiotic heritage” from the perspective of exchanges and mutual learning among civilizations, showing a breadth
and activity of theoretical resources that exceed those of the West. Thirdly, intelligent media technologies are
deepening the research on the multimodal digital semiotic landscape. Fourthly, communication semiotics as
a methodology is manifesting its explanatory power in public fields such as health, environment, politics, and
international relations. This series of situations demonstrates the universal theoretical vitality of semiotics of
communication.
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