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The Book of Songs as a Public Resource: Its Semiotic
Mechanism and Influences

Zhu Dong

Abstract: The Book of Songs is often regarded as a public semiotic resource that
circulated widely during the Zhou Dynasty. Members of the upper
class in the pre-Qin period often expressed their ambitions by
borrowing or quoting from this book. Accordingly, the term “fushi
yanzhi” (W& 7F 5 ), meaning “expressing the will by composing
poems”, implies the existence of a signifying principle, that is, the

conveyance of meaning by establishing images. Confucianism and
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Taoism shared a similar view of the relationship between meaning and
image. However, they diverged due to different academic interests:
Confucianism focuses on ethics and Taoism on aesthetics. The
intellectual interaction between Confucianism and Taoism finally
became the driving force of Chinese traditional culture, profoundly
influencing the creation and criticism of Chinese classical literature and
art.
Keywords: word, image, meaning, Confucian, Taoist, The Book of Songs,
semiotics
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