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Nature and Mutual Mechanism of Emotion Prior and Emotion Experience

Tan Guanghui

Abstract: The concept of emotion prior was proposed by Dufrelnne but his theory remains

many pending questions. To resolve these questions relies on the discussion of emotion prior compo—

nents. Emotion prior is not absolute innate but a cognitive model constructed by emotion experi-

ence. Essentially it is human being’ s self-consciousness and semiotic narrative ability for self-con—

sciousness participation. Emotion experience is a practice which is combined with the emotion taste

and emotion narrative ability. The emotion taste is produced from his communication with others for

emotion experience participation. There is a mutual constructing and restricting mechanism between

emotion prior and emotion experience. Emotion peculiarity is not the object’ s peculiarity but the

narrative text” s peculiarity for the self-consciousness participation. The emotion category is not in—

nate category but a type concept about emotion formed from the emotion experience participation.

Key words: emotion prior; emotion experience; emotion semiotic phenomenology; cognitive

science; semiotic narratology
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