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Punctum and Highlight: Analysis of Calligraphy

of the Late Ming Dynasty from the Perspective of Cultural Semiotics

YU Guang-hua

( Fine Arts College Shanghai University Shanghai 200444  China)

Abstract: The late Ming Dynasty saw great change of Chinese calligraphy from conventional elegant style into wild

and bold style of Zhang Ruitu Fu Shan Wang Duo and some other calligraphers who brought about innovative

force. Application of the theory of punctum of Roland Barther and relative cultural semiotics will help to find the

significance of the change. Specifically

calligraphy in the late Ming Dynasty presented some puncta and special

features in its techniques composition and the use of ink which underscored its ontological sense.
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