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Reliable Narration in Online Novels

Liang Huiqi

Abstract: Reliable and unreliable narration are important concepts in
narratology. Since the new period, the evolution of narrative
techniques has given rise to numerous instances of unreliable
narration. However, this does not apply to network novels, where
reliable narration remains prevalent. Within genres such as youth
romance, time-travel, and historical political intrigue, narratives
exhibit a high degree of reliability across both the fact/ event axis and
the value/judgment axis. This is because, on one hand, the writing
of network novels caters to the cognitive expectations of the readers,

allowing them to derive a stable and rational system of meanings and
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values. On the other hand, influenced by traditional narrative
conventions, network novels tend to manifest as reliable narrations.

Keywords: network novels, narrative reliability, reliable narration, unreliable
narration
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