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The Spatial Narrative in Ben Okri’s “Abiku Trilogy”

Wang Shaoting

Abstract: The “Abiku Trilogy”, written by Nigerian novelist Ben Okri,
portrays the multi-layered spatial features of Nigerian society by
breaking the linear time framework and the causal logic of narrative.
This disruption of the time narrative and the transformation,
Juxtaposition and hybridisation of spaces represent strategies for the
spatialisation of the narrative. These strategies are affected by both
African oral storytelling traditions and traditional modes of thinking.

The writing aims to show how African cultural traditions differ from
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those of Western modernity and how these traditions are marginalised
in the present world. The approach used serves to bestow new values
on African spaces. Western modernity emphasises rationality, science
and humanity’s conquest of nature. In this context, human society
and nature constitute a binary opposition between subject and object.
In contrast, African traditions advocate harmonious coexistence
between human and nature. Okri’s narrative stresses the power of
faith, the multiple dimensions of reality and the relatedness of
different beings.

Keywords: Ben Okri, “Abiku Trilogy”, space narrative, spirit space, African

traditions
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