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A metaphor cognition system of TCM concepts taking water as source
domain’

JIA Chun-hua
( School of Preclinical Medicine Beijing University of Chinese Medicine Beijing 100029)

Abstract: How did ancient TCM physicians understand water in body through the cognition to water in
nature was discussed in the paper from the physical and chemical nature of water in nature perceived by
human. It can be said that the knowledge about water in body and water family recognized by TCM theory
is on the basis of water in nature. Human’s experience on the mobility wettability dissolubility and
usages of water are successfully and metaphorically applied in the explanation of human physiological
function pathological changes and treatment. The theory of TCM is a kind of metaphorical true. The
paper tried to prove that there is a metaphor cognition system of TCM concepts taking water as source
domain in TCM theory and a rudiment has been sketched out.
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