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Symbols of Rites and Music Culture and its Communication
Characteristics among the Tunpu in Central Guizhou

Xie Qingguo Chen Rui

Abstract: The presence of the Tunpu in central Guizhou originated from Zhu
Yuanzhang’s move to the south of the Yangtze river. The Tunpu people
then moved from the south of the Yangtze river with the Tun army.
Their way of life and production is both military and agricultural. In

addition to economic factors, the social form of the Tunpu in central
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Guizhou has been well preserved through political and historical
changes, benefiting from the inheritance and unique transmission
structure of a symbolic system of rites and a musical culture. These
symbols, from meta-symbols to ritual symbols to media symbols, are
systematic and deeply rooted in the traditional culture of rites and music
infiltration. The eccentric circle structure, spatio-temporal demand, the
process of wind and grass in the communication of rites and musical
cultural symbols, and the communication effects of ethnic identity, social
education and political self-preservation, all of which are deeply rooted
in the ritual and music culture, have contributed to the enduring image of
the Tunpu in central Guizhou for hundreds of years.

Keywords: Tunpu in central Guizhou, symbols of ritual and music, symbolic

medium, communication characteristics, communication effects
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