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Narrative as a Becoming of the Self . An Interpretation of
Wen Yiming’s Narrative and the Self

Liu Ligang

Abstract: Narrative and the Self mainly examines how the self enters the world
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through semiotisation ( narrative) . The book shows how the self
enters the world through the door of narrative using the triad of “self-
sign-meaning” as the key. In addition to the theoretical deduction and
in-depth interpretation of a “texture being” form of “the self”, the
book also introduces the self into another triadic relation, that is
“identity-cognition-reality”, which gives practical significance to the
rooting of self-display in society. The self is thereby no longer
confined to the vortex of interpretation constructed by text-centrism,
being also assigned a category of cognition and an identity that
reproduces this cognition. It is with the help of identity that the self
can be maintained and standardised, thus realising the symbolisation
and embodiment of the self from many aspects. The tension created
by the self between text and reality is not only a challenge against the
absolute will of the self as it appears in Saussure’s semiotics, but also
an inspection of the relative “texture being” of the self in Peirce’s
semiotics. The narrative text is no longer a display of the absolute will
of the self, but only a link in the meaning chain of displaying self-
will.
Keywords: narrative, the self, identity, becoming, infinite semiosis
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