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“Nuclear Semiotics”: A Thought Experiment in

Cultural Communication Across Deep Time

Yirong Hu, Yafei Kang

Abstract As a world-wide problem faced by all human beings, the deep
time span required by the nuclear waste storage project for media and sym-
bolic communication is beyond the traditional scale of media discussion and
has led to the exploration of the issue of “media and symbolic deep time”.
With the objective of “access to meaning”, this paper develops a “cultural
communication thought experiment based on time span”. In this paper, we
retrace the history of the evolution of the communication design of “nuclear
warning symbols”, sort out the key points of the theoretical reflection on
the semiotician Sebeok’ s “communication measures to bridge ten millen-
nia”, and reflect on the nature of the so-called “nuclear semiotics” proposi
tion. On this basis, he defines the meaning of “deep time” in
communication semiotics, and points out that the crux of the unrealizable
proposition of “nuclear semiotics” lies in the “cultural leap” away from
“human civilization”. The paradox of “cultural leap” from “human civiliza-
tion” was pointed out. This thought experiment also provides an example of
the temporal dimension of “intercultural communication”.

Keywords nuclear semiotics, deep time, nuclear priests, media bias, in-

tercultural communication
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