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Index and its Pictorial Representations in Traditional
Woodcut New Year Pictures: Taking The Legend of the
White Snake as an Example

He Li

Abstract: The three types of signs summed up by Charles S. Peirce, that is, icon,
index and symbol, also exist in folkloric woodcut New Year pictures. In
New Year pictures of the legends about the White Snake, significant
indices exist not only in the shapes of the cloud, balloon and spiral, but
also in the pictorial spaces of those pictures. As a narrative mode of
outline, this special “pictorial vocabulary” explains the identity of alien
prototypes. Furthermore, it connects the real world and fantasy world in
the display of mysterious wonderland and sorcery to collocate the present

and absent situations with nested and independent space.
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