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On Ramification and Hierarchy in Semiosis of News Text
LI Wei
( School of Journalism & Communication Northwest University Xi’an 710069 China)

Abstract: News text includes two dimensions: fact and value. From the value dimension news text can be
considered as an " signification system" and thus the production and interpretation of news text obey the basic
rules in semiosis. This paper investigates the semiosis of news text by taking " Attack on Kindergartens in Nan—
ping Fujian Province" as an example and concludes that the semiosis of news text spreads into various bran—
ches and proceeds in a hierarchy of three levels: the first is object level in which the news fact is reported;
the second is metalanguage level in which the news fact is interpreted predicted and evaluated; and the third
is meta — metalanguage level in which the metalanguage of news text is explained and evaluated.

Key words: news text; semiosis; ramification; hierarchy
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